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AGENDA 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE WORKSESSION 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 17, 2017 
6:00 PM 

Large Conference Room #119 
 
 
 
 

 
1. Engineering Department: 

a. Recommend authorizing a contract for Recreation Center rehabilitation 
construction services with bid and project scope as provided. 
 

2. Parks and Recreation: 
a. Update regarding picnic tables purchased from Picnictables.com and Sinclair 

Recreation for City Parks and 50th Anniversary Celebration. 
 

3. Department of Public Works: 
a. Recommend authorizing the purchase of two Peterbilt plow/dump cabs and 

chassis from JX Peterbilt, and dump bodies and accessories from Truck and 
Trailer Specialties, Inc. for the Public Works fleet. 
 

4. Police & Fire Departments: 
a. Monthly reports. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT. 



         MEMORANDUM 

 

TO:  City Commission 

FROM: Val Romeo, Parks & Recreation Director 
  Carla Kane, Buyer 

DATE: October 3, 2017 

TOPIC: Picnic Tables Purchase Update 
 

ACTION REQUESTED: None.  Information only.   

BACKGROUND:  As Commission may recall, sixteen picnic tables were purchased 
from the low bidder, Picnictables.com, with a June 12 City Commission approval.  The 
tables (costing $568.82 each) were found to be of lighter construction than past tables 
purchased and it was anticipated that they would be returned.  Sinclair Recreation, the 
second lowest bidder, honored their bid price and was able to provide sixteen replace-
ment tables prior to the 50th Anniversary celebration for which they were initially needed.   

The tables received from Sinclair appear to match the quality of the original tables pur-
chased from the low bidder.  As there was not a specific deficiency to be cited, returning 
the original sixteen tables would cost a total of $2,833.06 (25% restocking fee, plus 
shipping). 

Eight of the new tables purchased were expected to replace tables at Veterans Memo-
rial Park and there was concern for their durability.  It was learned that the Vets Park 
tables to be replaced were manufactured by Landscape Forms in 2009 as part of a 
CDBG-funded grant and their purchase price was $3,300 per table (totaling $26,400). 

A Landscape Forms representative met staff on site to inspect the tables and discuss 
their rehabilitation instead of anticipated disposal.  One table seat is being replaced, 
paint touch up kits were ordered, and all umbrellas will be permanently removed due to 
non-compliance issues.  It has not yet been decided whether the tables will remain at 
Vets Park or be moved to another park, but they are expected to remain in service. 

It has been determined that keeping all thirty-two of the new tables would be the best 
value for the City.  Sixteen tables were used at the anniversary celebration, the Summer 
Food Truck Festival, and final events of the Summer Concert Series.  They will continue 
to be stored and placed as needed for such similar future events.  Some of the tables 
will be placed into service at various parks.  Sixteen tables, currently remaining unas-
sembled in their boxes, will be placed into service as replacements are needed.  It is 
anticipated that they will be cycled and put to good use for many years to come. 

If you have any questions, please contact Val Romeo at 656-5279, or Carla Kane at 
554-0772.  Thank you for your consideration of this request.   

 

BUDGET INFORMATION 
 

Initial Purchase  $  9,658.48 
Park Millage 
 
Subsequent Purchase $13,081.44 
75% Park Millage   
25% Community Events 
 
Total Expenditure $22,739.92 



           MEMORANDUM 
 

 
 

TO:  Committee of the Whole 

FROM: John Gorney, Public Works Director; with  

Jamie King, Supervisor of Fleet Services; and 

Carla Kane, Buyer 

DATE:  October 10, 2017 

TOPIC: Purchase of Two Replacement Plow/Dump Truck Cab & Chassis, Body and Accessories 

 

ACTION REQUESTED:  It is requested that the Committee of the Whole recommend to the City 

Commission that it authorize the purchase of two Peterbilt plow/dump cabs and chassis from JX Peterbilt 

– Grand Rapids in the amount of $240,340; and dump bodies and accessories from Truck and Trailer 

Specialties, Inc., in the amount of $179,700; for a total proposed expenditure of $421,040, including a 

contingency of $1,000 for decals, with funds from the FY18 and FY19 DPW Equipment Fund budgets.  

BACKGROUND:  The Public Works fleet has three large plow/dump trucks as part of its main fleet 

which are reaching the end of their useful life and require replacement.  Fleet Services and Public Works 

thoroughly investigated refurbishing the equipment rather than replacing it, but determined that refur-

bishment would not be cost effective.  The large-scale capital investment necessary would provide little 

measurable gain in the long term reliability and/or long term warranties for the trucks. 

The requested purchase is for two Class 8 Peterbilt Model 365 plow/dump cabs and chassis with dump 

bodies and accessories which will replace the following three plow/dump trucks:  

 A 2005 Sterling, which was scheduled for replacement in FY15, but has been repurposed as the 

City’s chipper truck.  It will be sold at auction. 

 A 2006 Sterling, scheduled for replacement in FY17, which will be repurposed as the City’s 

“new” chipper truck.   

 A 2007 Sterling, which was scheduled for replacement in FY18, which will be utilized as a 

maintenance/weather-event spare.  

An evaluation of this equipment is done annually, and it is replaced as necessary, which sometimes causes 

budgeted money to go unused.  This unused money remains in fund balance until needed.  If a FY18 

budget amendment is needed, it will be presented near year-end. 

The purchase of the cabs and chassis from JX Peterbilt – Grand Rapids would piggy back the Kent Coun-

ty Road Commission contract pricing.  The dump body and accessories from Truck and Trailer Special-

ties would piggy back on the State of Michigan MiDEAL contract pricing.    

Peterbilt will do the prep work on the cabs and chassis prior to Truck and Trailer Specialties construction 

of the underbody plow and installation of all other components.  Due to the lengthy manufacturing pro-

cess and coordination between vendors, an order for this equipment now will allow these vehicles to be 

placed into service in the fall of 2018.  Some portion of this cost may be paid from the FY19 Budget. 

If you have any questions, please contact John Gorney at 554-0825, or Jamie King at 554-0793.  

Thank you for considering this request.   

BUDGET INFORMATION 

 

Amount budgeted FY16:  $400,000 (unused) 

Amount budgeted FY17:  $400,000 (unused) 

Amount budgeted FY18:  $170,000 
 

Proposed expenditure:      $421,040           
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